
 

 

M A R T E I N N  T H O R S S O N  –  
W R I T E R / D I R E C T O R / P R O D U C E R  

 
Marte i nn Thorsson was born in Reykjavik, Iceland and is a dual citizen of 
Iceland and Canada. 
 
Marteinn started making films at an early age, using a Super 8mm camera. By 
the age of 17, he had his first gig in the advertising business, as a stills 
photographer on a commercial film shoot.  
 
In college, he continued by making short horror flicks, while also working in 
television and on feature films. Two of his early films sold to Ice l and ic 
Telev i sion:  Toy  So ld ier s  to private broadcaster Channel 2 and Bogomi l  
Font :  The C roone r Behi nd The Curta i n  to state broadcaster RUV.  

 
He graduated from Rye rson U nive rsi t y , in Toronto, Canada, with a B.F.A. degree in Film Studies in 1993 and a 65-minute film 
noir, Di ary  o f an  Assassi n . Dia ry  o f  an Assassi n  was selected for a premiere at the Mont real  Wor ld  F i lm Fest i va l  
but Marteinn could not afford to strike a print, so he was unable to screen the film in the festival.  
 
Since then, Marteinn has written, directed and produced television dramas, comedies, documentaries & variety shows.  He has 
helmed a series of commercials and music videos. He has also written film criticism for Icelandic Press and taught courses in Film 
Studies at the Ice l and ic F i lm School .   
 
Marteinn has won 5 P ROMAX awards for promotional spots he created in Toronto, Ontario for Ast ra l  Media/TMN , for 
Showcase , and for YTV and C i t y -TV.  In 2006 he won the I ce land ic  Edda Award for best Television program, for the 
current affairs show Kompás ( for  broadcaster  CH ANNEL  2 ). 
 
In 2004 Marteinn co-wrote and co-directed with Je f f  Ren froe the feature One  Point  O  (a.k.a. 1.0 , a.k.a. P aranoi a:  1 .0) 
starring Je remy  Sisto , Deborah  Kara U nge r,  Udo K ier  and Lance Henr iksen. One  Point  O  was nominated for the 
Grand Ju ry P r ize at the 2004 Sundance F i lm  Fest i v a l , and has subsequently sold to more than 43 countries worldwide 
and won awards in places around the globe. Va r iety Magaz ine put Marteinn on its 10 Di r ecto rs  To  Watch L i st  in 2004. 
 
He has just released his second feature Rokland  (Sto rmland ) , which is produced by Sno rr i  Thor i sson at P egasus  
P ictures  (Reykjavik).  Along with Thorisson and Bu ff a lo  Gal  P ictu res (Winnipeg), he´s developing When Falcons F l y , a 
Canada-Iceland co-production, about a rag-tag underdog team of 2nd generation Icelandic immigrants in Winnipeg, Canada, who 
go on to win the first Olympic gold in Hockey in 1920.   
 
Marteinn owns Tender l ee Mot ion P ict ures  Company  (www.tenderlee.com), which has several projects in development, 
including YOSOY , based on a novel by G ud run  Eva Miner vudot t i r , Ga rdarsho lmi  (The Saga  Isl and - Thule ) based 
on the graphic novel by H ugle i kur  Dagsson , Bankste r , based on a novel by G udmundur Oskarsson, an untitled horror 
film by writer/novelist Ste i na r Brag i  and an original thriller, F l jó t i n  (The River s)  by Björn H aukur Pál sson. 
 
In the summer of 2010 he shot a short entitled Permi l le  (Prómi l l )  which was selected for the Reykja v ik  I nternat ional  
F i lm Fest i v a l  that same year.  
 
Permi l le  is the basis for a no-budget feature (working title is Blac kout ) on an alcoholic (Rokland star, Ól afur  Dar r i  
Ólaf sson) who decides to go into rehab but first he must go on a 48-hour bender. 
 
Marteinn will also be teaching Screenwriting and Directing at the I ce land i c F i lm School  in 2010-2011. 
 

 
F I L M O G R A P H Y  ( S E L E C T E D )  

 
2 0 0 4  O n e  P o i n t  0  ( a . k . a .  P a r a n o i a :  1 . 0 )  –  9 3  M i n u t e s  
2 0 1 0  P e r m i l l e  –  1 4  M i n u t e s  
2 0 1 1  R o k l a n d  ( S t o r m l a n d )  –  1 1 0  M i n u t e s  
2 0 1 1  G ö n n a r  –  Ö n d l i t  Í s l a n d s  –  I n  p r e - p r o d u c t i o n  
2 0 1 2  T H E  R I V E R S  –  I n  D e v e l o p m e n t .  
2 0 1 2  W h e n  F a l c o n s  F l y  –  I n  d e v e l o p m e n t  

 
 

 


